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BackgroundBackground
• NTSB investigation of unmanned 

aircraft accident (2006)
• NTSB issues 22 safety 

recommendations addressing 
unmanned aircraft systems (2007)

• Broader questions on integration of 
UAS into existing aviation system
– Safety Board calls for Public Forum



Forum Objectives Forum Objectives 
• Educate the Board and the public on 

UAS safety issues & challenges
• Enable sharing of lessons learned

– military and public use operators
– UA users and FAA

• Expand knowledge on matters related 
to UAS accident investigation



Focus AreasFocus Areas
• Understanding the mission and hazards
• Unique aspects of UAS operations
• UAS equipment design and maintenance
• Safety requirements and oversight
• Protocols for reporting and participating in 

accident investigations



Panels - Day 1Panels - Day 1
• Panel #1 - Regulatory Issues
• Panel #2 - Integration of UAS into 

the NAS
• Panel #3 - Current Certificate of 

Authorization (COA) Operations and 
Lessons Learned

• Panel #4 - Perspective of Other 
NAS Users



Panels – Day 2Panels – Day 2
• Panel #1 - UAS Equipment Design 

Standards, Airworthiness, and 
Maintenance

• Panel #2 - Human Factors

• Panel #3 - Case Study: NASA’s 
Ikhana Fire Mission



Question & Answer SessionQuestion & Answer Session
• Q&A begins after all panel 

presentations have concluded
• Online viewers

– UnmannedAircraftSystems@ntsb.com
• Conference room participants

– complete and return card to attendant

mailto:UnmannedAircraftSystems@ntsb.com


830.2 NPRM830.2 NPRM
• Clarify the accident and incident 

notification requirements for 
unmanned aircraft

• The NTSB’s notice of proposed 
rulemaking (NPRM) is available at 
www.regulations.gov

• Written comments in accordance with 
the NPRM

http://www.regulations.gov/


Forum Participants –
Government Organizations
Forum Participants –
Government Organizations
• Customs and Border Protection
• Department of Energy
• DoD Policy Board on Federal Aviation
• Federal Aviation Administration
• National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration



Forum Participants –
Government Organizations
Forum Participants –
Government Organizations
• U.S. Forest Service
• U.S. Air Force
• U.S. Army
• U.S. Navy



Forum Participants – Aviation 
Related Associations
Forum Participants – Aviation 
Related Associations
• Air Transport Association of America, Inc.
• Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association
• Air Line Pilots Association, International
• Interagency Committee on Aviation Policy
• National Air Traffic Controllers Association



Forum Participants – State and 
Local Organizations
Forum Participants – State and 
Local Organizations
• Arizona State University
• Houston Police Department



Forum Participants - ManufacturersForum Participants - Manufacturers
• AAI Corporation, Inc.
• The Boeing Company
• General Atomics Aeronautical 

Systems, Inc.
• Northrop Grumman Corporation



Technology DisplaysTechnology Displays
• AAI 
• Airborne Law Enforcement Association 
• Association for Unmanned Vehicle 

Systems International 
• AV AeroVironment 
• Blackfly 
• Boeing 
• Defense Research Associates, Inc. 
• Insitu 
• Northrop Grumman 
• SimAuthor 



NTSB StaffNTSB Staff

• Dan Bartlett
• Eunice Bellinger
• Evan Byrne
• Antion Downs
• Kenya Jefferson
• Peter Knudson

• Steve Magladry
• Jeff Marcus
• He Ning
• Pam Sullivan
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